; ev1dent” truths communicating
‘the philosophy of individual *
B -‘hberty, and it presents a list of -
grievances against the king of
Great Britain’'to justify to-the -
" viorld the breaking of ties be-:
‘tween the colonies and. the

mother country. Among those
objections-that led to American

independence were issues of -

representation,  taxation, due
process, and wholesome and

 necessaty public good.

, Today, these issues continue

_to be debated, right now, here .
_in -Hawaii.. While the Maui
. Chamber of Comimerce contin-

ues to address multiple legista-

- tive priorities, two-issues re-

quire urgent attention -~ card-
check leglslat:on and a possi-
ble general excise tax increase.
One deals-with a basic right
and the other the public good.
The card-check bill, passed
by our state Legislature,
streamlines union. organizing
by allowing unionization with

'a simple majority on & petition

and  includes an arbitration
clause that negatively impacts

should - be addressed at -the
highest. level-of ‘our: land: be-

' liberty

will veto this bill, but lawmak-
-ers may seek to override her

veto. It is time (o stand up, rec- .
ognize that one of our free-.
doms - the right to a secret-"

ballot vote when, 'deterrmmng

lumon representation — is siat-

many business organizations
statewide in as_king‘ legislators

to let the governor’s veto stand. .
Another threat looms that

‘could hamm our state’s general

well-being — the proposed’ w
general excise tax increase as a

way to avoid the work furlough

proposed by Gov. Lingle to

balance the budget. If this tax
increase is passed, it would im-

“benefits - ‘are government
. E_Iiargest expense (which has no
“cause: it deals with an essenﬂal .
" despite many other reduction
1o balance the budget) The fur:
:.1ough would be:a temporary
‘measure that could be reduce

Gov: Lmda ngle sald she‘_'

ed to be faken away, and ask
that” this ‘measure end. now.
Please join the.chamber and

been trimmed up,to, this ‘point

‘and/or eliminated as the econo-
my improves. However gener:
al-excise-tax increases are 10

temporary. ' As noted by Gov ;

Lingle at the chamber’s rece
installation luncheon, once

.general " excise -tax.. 1ncrease-_;__
July, remember o, rmg in on
_reduced, which means’ resi-;
dents would experience higher.
Costs now and long mto the fu- :

passes, we have never seen it

ture,
. Soine argue that a furlough

economic recovery?

these ‘two* 1mportant issues,
Ask lawmakers to-let the gov-

_ernor’s veto stand on the card-
_check bill and-to not increase *
-our general ¢xcisé tax. Both

would ‘hurt the economy. be; "_'_measures would ‘hurt “more

cause government employees -
would have less to spend. So,.”
“which measure would provide
the best long-term solution for

than help

.I PameIa 'Ihmpap
8 pres:dengt ofthe. .

Maui Chamnber of C‘ommerce.



