Example must be set for viclation
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overn-

ment
miles, with the
fores and ef-
fect of law,
are in place to
address issues
- critical to the
public’s interest and protec-
tion. When one doesa't follow
the law, there are repercus-
sions, We expect this. Howev-
er, every so often someone
does something so egregious
Jthat an example must be set,
proper punishment levied, and
the rules strepgthened to ensure

the infringement doesn’t hap- .

pen again. Such is the case with
Council - Member Wayne
Nishiki’s late, incomplete and
surprising financial-disclosure
filing, which is being consid-
ared by the Board of Ethics.
This matter surfaced follow-
ing ‘the election, and affer
Nishiki's financial disclosure
was made public and his loan
from Dowling Co. became
known, In résponse t© member
concerns, the fopic was re-
viewed by the chamber’s Gov-
emmment Action Committee
and board in November, with
the organization asking the
Board of Ethics to conduct 2

full and thorough mvestigation

and, if any wrongdoing were
found, to take appropriate ac-
tion. Our letter was discussed
at the Dec. 18 Board of Ethics
meeling. :
Since then, new information
fas been released and concems
have mounted. Many have
asked the chamber tofile a for-
mial complaint in order to sup-
port the Board of Ethics in

-dealing with the situation, to

address the sweeping concern
and fo hold elected officials ac-
countable,

_The matter went back to gur
Government Action Commit-
tee, Executive Committee and
full voting board for review and
deliberation. After careful con-
sideration, the board agreed that
a formal complaint should be
filed for the reasons noted
above, especially since no com-
plaint had been filed. The deci:
sien was not readered lightly
and came after the deadline for
submitting a complzint in time
for the Jan. 14 Board of Fthics
meeting. fn the meantime, an-
other complaint was filed.

Some may try to deflect at-
tention from the complaint and
Nishiki’s acticas by attacking
Board of Ethics members,
those who wrote letters or the
persor who filed the com-
plaint. These tactics are outra-
geous, This stuaticn is about
process, the public’s right to

candidate information for deci-
sion making, a candidate’s he-
havior and violations of law
that impacted an election.

Some arg saying:

« “The Mani Chamber of
Comimerce is about ‘big busi-
ness’ and “swayed by develop-
ers,” ** Not true, The chamber
is a diverse organization, Tepre-
senting different views, with
small businesses being 88 per-
cent of the membership.

= “Our concerns are ‘sour
grapes’ because the candidate
we endorsed was not elected.”
They must not realize that
Nishiki could not be endorsed
by the chamber because he
chose not 1o Tully participate in
our endorsement process, de-
spite our invitation to him to do
50.

* “Others filed late, and only
Nishiki is being targeted” Oth-
ers did file Jate and that swst be
reviewed. -However, only
Nishiki filed so late that the
disclpsure was not released to
the public prior to the general
clection. Instead of filing with-
in 15 days of filing his nomina-
uon papers, as required by law,
he filed 76 days afterward, af-
ter multiple reminders and
when absentee voting was al-
teady under way. Furthermore,
the disclosure filed raise$ more
questions than it answers. He is
net being targeted; this situa-

i merce.

tien warrants attention.

Bottom line: Council Mem-
ber Nishiki did not follow the
law. He viokiteéd the Connty

Code of Ethics by failing to

make a timely financial disclo-
sure as required in the County
Charter, the County Code and
the Board of Ethics rules, and
he never filed his disclosure
with the county clerk, as re-
quired. The information pre-
sented is incomplete and there-
fore inaccurate, and under-
mines the intent of the disclo-
sure process. And, with these
actions he interfered with the

_glection process,

Elected officials should
demonstrate by example the
highest standards of ethical
conduct, per the charter. In-
stead, Nishiki bucked the sys-
temn while standing before the
public and calling for an open-
ness and transparency he does
not offer.

The  financial-disclosure
process is akey ethical compo-
nent that reveals important in-
formation so the public can
male informed choices when
choosing who represents them,
The process-is there 1o protect
against the very situation that *
we now face.

Regardless of how other in-
fractions were addressed in fhe
past, it is time to do what is
right to ensure the law will be
followed in the future. If suit-
able consequences are not jm-
posed, it will pndermine the
public’s must in government
and goverimental processes,
and could. coniribute fther to
voler apathy.

Nishiki's viclations are such
an affront to our election
process that a formal complaint
is warranted, and the Board of
FEthics now has one to act upon.

‘We feel the public is entitied
te a_new eleciion, in “which
people can vote with ail the in-
formation due them. Therefore,
the Maui Chamber of Corn-
merce supports the Board of
Ethics in imposing fitting
penalties and acting to improve
the disclosure-fding process 10
prevent another offense.

It may take one to sovnd the
alarm of system inadequacies,.
but now is the time to stopring-
ing the bells and make the sitn-
ation right. -
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