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hen

SOme-
thing is im-
portant to the
community,
we band to-
~gether to .

make it hap-

pen. That is what happenecl

——————

‘when it came to saving the,

“Fourth of July Fireworks in
Lahaina” this year.

The Maui Charriber of Com-
merce was asked by its West-
side Committee: and Theo Mor-
rison, & committee member who
had' spearheaded this event for
years, & rescue the program this
year and continue it as an anmual
I ahaina celebration.

The Westside Comnitice,
composed of chamber members
Tepresenting West Maui busi-
nesses, said this event is a fop
econontic-generating activity in
West Maui and nust be kept to
aid area businesses and provide
a Fourth of July fireworks dis
play for the entire commumty
They ¢hose to make the Inde-

pendence Day celebration a méa- .

jor focus of their volunteer work
efforts this year. '
The challenge to take on this
event carne at a time when the
. chamber already had an ex-
i tremely full calendar and was in
the midst of fundraising for sev-
eral other functipns, including
the annual golf tournament..

However the” Fourth of July:

Fireworks in “Lahaina-celebra-
tion is foo significant for Maui to

= lose. Therefore, the chamber’s -
board of “directors . approved

adding this event to the lineup,
providéd the money could be
raised in time to order the fire-
works.

A fireworks celebratmn 1s not

cheap. The hard costs of the fire-.

works, barge, permits.and other
items woutd run about $28,000.

Another $8,000 would be need-"
ed to close Front Streef and for

safety measures. And, rotlighly
$8.000 mote would be for coot-

dination and promotion. While'

this may seem like a large
amount to spend on a fireworks
display, the event is much more
than that. The return on invest-
ment is fremendous in terms of

the impact this one day has on’

West Maui businesses and in-the
hearts of residents, This was ev-

ident the moment the chamber,
began coordinating the event

and talking to business OWHErs
in West Mani. Despite. facmg
challenging timés, people im-.

mediately said, “Tt.must hap-

pen,” and stepped up o the plate
to contribute. '

" Recognizing early on that m'
these times, businesses miight
_not be able to give what they

have in the past, Theo had spo-
ken' with the. Countyof Maui

“about. some assistance.. With

. county officials’ understandmg;

of tiow vital this event 18 and

the:r interest in suppomng 1t, she :
- fh

wrote a grant proposal that

'ty appnsed of our eﬁ'orts e Y
T the 1 1th hotir, as'the dead- ¥
line loomed-0-order the fire - WOrks -
works dnd t0: submit a 50 pef-:-night.

‘cent deposit for the fireworks, . ¢8

-.Expjcdia Local Expert emerged e
“with 2" $4,500 ‘check and a”
" pledge . o tnatch commumty :

' chamber submitted t0 (ihs Ofﬁce
of Economic Development for -
: $6 000. .
Another huge pledge of sup—-
poxt came from Tamara Barto of .

Aloha Self Storage Lahaina. She

wanied this event to happen and .
increased ber, pledge from
$1,500 last year to $5,000 this
“year to kick-start the fundraising
drive, While she was -out of
town during the initial fundxms
ing effort, she sent a '$3, OOO'{:
‘check immediately upon her re-  Ch
“tirn. The. ieeded coptribution  Ano.
wentalongwaytowardﬂleﬁre- . :Knowing,. O

' “this event is, people have dug

works deposit. _

Many otiler businesses }omed
in.theé campaign to- keep.the
Fourth of July Firewotks in La-
haina event, and piedoes were
received.

'As expected, gwen these eco-;

nomlcaﬂy pressing times, some
corpanies were 1ot able to do-
nate at the same levels as’in’
years past. Business owners and
MANAgers had to review their
budgets to see what they could

.give, As a result,. fundraising’.
_went 4 bit more slowly, which
the chamber also has seen with -

its polf tournament. event. Th

_Mam News .and Lahaina News.,

‘Tan Stories & keep the compuii

contributions up o a'total Expe-

if you are. apprecmtwe

:.leve""' ge‘fhis

d1a Local E?q)ert conmbuuon of

$15,000.
There was a‘todr at the cham
ber * office.  We' were.. over-
whelmed and deeply . grateful,
over how this event had come
together. The fireworks were or--
dered. More fundraising is need-
ed, but with the Expecia Local

'Expert match, we are confident .

all of themoneys needed will be

- received. People may ‘mail con- -

tnbutlons made out 10 Maul

deep and given what they can to -

‘make it happen: The collective.

¢ontribtitions from caring busi-
nesses and individuals have kept

- our Fourth of Tuty Fireworks -

Lahaina an event that Maui peo-

“ple-will enjoy. We thank. every-
~one who made this everit possi-

ble and invite the commumty to

“West Maui for:one heck of a

Fouirth of July celebration. And,
L pued

and want 1o give back,
bnng ‘2 “donation ~of : canned
goods with you to' the celebra-
' e fufﬂler can.”

P
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